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MLK’s final speech

ST. PETERSBURG — The
Bartlett Park Community Garden, located at 1443 Highland
St. S, is practically invisible despite being next to Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Street South,
noted garden manager Ava DeVaux.
As part of the 2019 MLK
Day of Service, she and other
volunteers will give the garden
a much-needed facelift on Monday, Jan. 21. Entitled “Keeping
the vision alive in the community,” the main objectives are

ST. PETERSBURG — Mental health issues are finally being
exposed and spoken about in the
black community, removing
years of silence and secrecy. The
statistics are becoming increasingly alarming.
According to the 2013-14 re-

See GARDEN, page 12

See CAMP, page 6

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer
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Home away
from home
for veterans’
families

The Gathering
of Women
tackles
healthy eating

BY KARIN DAVIS-THOMPSON

BY KARIN DAVIS-THOMPSON

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST.
PETERSBURG
—
Paulette Jones said it was a casual conversation with a business associate that first sparked
her interest in the Fisher
House.
“I didn’t even know it existed,” Jones said. “After some
careful research, I learned
about the amazing work that
they were doing. I learned that
they were a charitable organiza-

ST. PETERSBURG — Samantha
Richardson, president of The Gathering of Women, Inc., said she believes the projects her organization
will complete for the 2019 MLK Day
of Service honors the spirit of Dr.
King because they are a call to serve
and give back to the community.
“It serves to embrace Dr. King’s
dream and the legacy of a man who
brought hope and healing to America,” she said. “So we’ve made a

See HOME, page 7

See WOMEN, page 7
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Trevor Mallory

Dr. Katurah
Jenkins-Hall

Baseball and Legacy-56
confronts
the black
community school-toprison
pipeline
BY FRANK DROUZAS

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — As a
former professional ballplayer,
Trevor Mallory knows a thing or
two about our national pastime.
Through the Baseball Legacy
Protocol, Mallory aims to give
pointers and enhance the playing
skills of 25 boys and girls on the
baseball diamond for his MLK
Day of Service project. He plans
to cover all the fundamentals: hitting, pitching, throwing, base
running and fielding.
“We’re going to do a two-day
minicamp with skills training and

ST. PETERSBURG – “We
believe that we are not being
taught systemically who we
are as a people, and why it
matters,” stated Dr. Katurah
Jenkins-Hall, president of
Legacy-56, Inc.
“Our mission is to remember, reclaim and restore com-

See BASEBALL, page 3

See PIPELINE, page 11

BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

Elizabeth
Siplin

Lisa Brody

Helping vets
enter the
civilian
workforce

Building Your
Economic
Legacy
workshop

BY FRANK DROUZAS

BY KARIN DAVIS-THOMPSON

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — After
nearly 30 years in the military,
Elizabeth Siplin was ready to return to life as a civilian. The transition was often full of
challenges, and she realized
that there was a need to provide
veterans with assistance as they
return to civilian life. Hoping to
find a way to help, she applied
for an MLK Day of Service
grant.

ST. PETERSBURG — Members of the Zeta Upsilon Chapter
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. said they are hopeful that
their 2019 MLK Day of Service
project will change the economic
legacy for families, veterans and
the Midtown community.
As part of their MLK Day of
Service project, the Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority will conduct a oneday workshop made possible by

See VETS, page 5
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See WORKSHOP, page 6
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Breaking
the Cycle

PICK OF THE WEEK!

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
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Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Biblical discipleship, the missing
cogwheel in the black church
Praise the Lord
saints.
The forgotten command of Discipleship for
personal growth, multiplication and health of
the church.
We are to be “Holding fast the faithful word
as he has been taught”
(Titus 1:9). Paul explains God’s preservation process for the
church is to continue,
“The things that you
have heard from me
among many witnesses,
commit these to faithful
men who will be able to
teach others also” (2
Timothy 2:2).
The modern church
has a problem: few are
able to teach, few are
faithful men.
Jesus’ command to
the church Matthew
28:19 “Go therefore and
make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit” “As
you go on your way,
teach all the nations
making them your
pupils (of Jesus), baptizing them.”
We tell them of
Jesus, we baptize, but
we neglect the teaching
of them personally.
Christ commissioned
His disciples to go and
teach, make disciples,
learners of him. This
means they were personally involved in people’s lives, not just
preaching a sermon
from the pulpit on a Sunday. Some churches
take this to extremes to
say one is not saved unless they are being discipled and pair them up
with others. Other
churches avoid any type
of discipleship so they
are not accused of heavy
shepherding. The Bible
does teach to disciple
others and either of
these views are wrong,
one is abusive the other
is neglect.
Discipleship is not
about one’s relationship

with another Christian,
it is about their relationship to Jesus (Mark
2:18, John 9:28 they are
called
disciples
of
Jesus.) In its context it
means a follower, a
learner of Jesus, not
other men. We can understand this better by
going to Acts 19 where
Paul met disciples of
John, those who were
baptized by John and
had never heard of the
one whom John spoke of
that was to come. So
they were still following
John’s teachings. Paul
explained to them Jesus
came and what he did
and they were baptized
as believers in Jesus.
They then were to follow
Christ.
Disciple is used only
once with the same intent in the Old Testament Isa. 8:16 “Bind up
the testimony, seal the
law among my disciples.” Hebrew- limmuwd
-taught, learned, discipled - taught. In the synoptic gospels the term
disciples is used approximately 160 times, John
78 times, Book of Acts
after the church began
28 times.
The
Gospel
is
preached for one to be
saved; then what? As one
is born into the new family it is up to us to be
there for them, to train
them by word and example so they go from being
a newborn to a mature
believer. Unfortunately
this is what is missing.
When we accept belief in Christ as the goal
without
discipleship,
how can we expect
growth afterwards? People cannot be equipped
to do what God has
called them to do when
they are untrained. The
whole purpose of leadership in the church
is “for the equipping
of the saints for the work
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ”
(Eph. 4:12). For this to
happen they have to ac-

tively be serving others.
Because most are not
taught the Scriptures
properly, they have a
lack of knowledge and
motivation. This is why
we find ourselves not
being as effective as we
once were.
Oftentimes we are
being taught by opinions,
what works, not by what
is Biblically based. Our
evangelism and discipleship are not outdated but
there are those who
claim this. Instead they
offer a method base
church; they are willing
to borrow from business
models and new age concepts because they have
seen results. The church
today has become very
open to new ways; we
borrow new methods
and strategies from the
world. Inside the church
there are all sorts of programs used that are well
intentioned but are not
biblical. From bettering
our relationships with
other people, to guides
on how to live a purposeful life or be a success in
business. Self-help, selfimprovement are the
focus; Jesus was “other”
focused.
These programs are
accepted because they
are wrapped in biblical
language but not in Biblical doctrine. When
these things are practiced and are used they
diminish the churches
outreach and real discipleship. Sermons are
given without the teachings found in Scripture
and yet we expect great
results.
Taking the Church
away from the Word as
our basis for doing and
using something different made us powerless
not powerful. The spiritual power is in the word
and it is seen when it is
applied in our lives.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L.
Harrison, PhD
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Baseball and the black community

PINELLAS COUNTY CONSORTIUM
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
CONSOLIDATED SUBMISSION FOR 2019-2020
FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

BASEBALL, from front page

a little education on the
game of baseball in the minority community,” said
Mallory, now president of
the Gulfport Little League.
Mallory, a St. Pete native, has been a part of the
game since he was a
youngster, and in his Little
League days, his team fell
just short of reaching the
Little League World Series
in 1983.
He went on to excel as
a ballplayer at Lakewood
High, and his prowess on
the field grabbed the attention of the Toronto Blue
Jays, who wound up drafting Mallory in the second
round right out of high
school. He played for a few
years in the team’s minor
league system before
going to play in a Canadian
professional league in
Saskatchewan for a couple
more years.
Eighteen years, one
wife and four daughters
later, Mallory wants to give
back to the community
through the game he
loves. He is responsible for
restarting the Gulfport Little League after it closed
down and now looks to instruct eager youngsters in
the fundamentals of our
pastime and do his part for
MLK Day.
The 25 participating
kids have already signed
up, and will attend the first

January 18, 2019
Pinellas County is now accepting applications for FY 2019-2020 housing and community
development projects. Project funding assistance is available through federal, state and local
grant programs as outlined below.
Estimated FY 2019-2020 available federal funds are:
day of the minicamp on
Saturday, Jan. 19 from 9-2
p.m. and Sunday, Jan. 20
from noon to 4 p.m. Mallory hopes to secure a
speaker for the second day
of camp to talk about baseball and its connection to
the minority community.
Everyone who participates will also have the opportunity to walk in the
MLK parade on Monday,
Jan. 21, and head over to
Family Fun Day at Tropicana Field where they will
receive brand new baseball bats, helmets, hats,
shirts, baseball pants,
cleats, belts and socks.
Mallory admits that
since baseball is a game
that can get expensive for
kids and parents, some of
the children whose families can’t afford the equipment might lose interest in
the game. In providing
some of these essential
tools with the MLK Day of

Service award, Mallory
hopes to keep kids in the
minority community interested in the sport.
“So they will have
everything they need to
start the spring season,”
he said, “wherever they
decide to play Little
League baseball.”
Mallory oversees the
combined Gulfport and
Bay Point Little Leagues,
which are comprised of
kids in the 5-16-year-old
age group, and he would
like to see more AfricanAmerican children have
the opportunity to take an
interest in the game.
“The earlier we can
teach these kids how fun
and how good of a game
baseball is, and are able to
supply them with the
proper tools and skills,” he
said, “we’ll see that number rise.”

STATE OF CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR COURT
www.jud.ct.gov
ORDER OF NOTICE IN FAMILY CASES
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF HARTFORD AT HARTFORD
PLAINTIFF’S NAME: Ariunaa Boldbaatar
DEFENDANT’S NAME: Brian Keith Wright
NOTICE TO: Brian Keith Wright
RETURN DATE: 2/12/2019
The court has reviewed the Order of Notice in Family Cases, Motion of Order in Family
Cases, Writ, Summons, Divorce Complaint (Dissolution of Marriage), Notice of Automatic
Court Orders and Summary of Automatic Court Orders.
THE COURT ORDERS that notice be given to the party to be notified by placing a legal
notice in the Weekly Challenger circulating in St. Petersburg, Florida containing a true and
attested copy of Order of Notice in Family Cases, Motion of Order in Family Cases, Writ,
Summons, Divorce Complaint (Dissolution of Marriage), Notice of Automatic Court Orders
and Summary of Automatic Court Orders of this which have been issued in the case as required by Section 25-5 of the Connecticut Practice Book and are a part of the Application
on file with the Court.
The notice shall appear once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing on or before
January 25, 2019 and proof of service shall be filed with this Court.
ATTEST A TRUE COPY:
BRIAN WRIGHT
CONNECTICUT STATE MARSHAL

$ 2,481,096 Community Development Block Grant Entitlement and Program Income
$ 2,149,340 HOME Investment Partnerships Program Entitlement and Program Income
$ 224,144 Emergency Solutions Grant Program
Confirmation of 2019 federal grant funding levels has not yet been received. Funding levels
identified above are subject to change. The County expects final Federal funding levels to
be released on or before October 1, 2019.
Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG): The Federal Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, provides Federal Community Development
Block Grant funds for projects that promote the development of viable, urban communities
by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment and expanded economic opportunities, principally for persons of low and moderate-income (LMI).
The County anticipates having approximately $1,500,000 in CDBG funding available for
new project proposals for the following types of eligible activities which fall within the priority needs identified in the County’s Consolidated Plan: (1) affordable housing development
and preservation (2) public facility construction and improvement projects which serve lowto moderate-income areas and citizens or special needs populations, including the homeless
within the County’s jurisdiction; and (3) public infrastructure projects in targeted areas and
special districts.
Pinellas County encourages innovative and sustainable design to include photovoltaic energy
systems (solar), energy and water efficient and environmentally sustainable features that incorporate green building standards.
HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME): Title II of the Cranston-Gonzales National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended, provides HOME funds for affordable
housing activities including building, buying, and/or rehabilitating affordable housing for
rent or homeownership.
Pinellas County is in a consortium with the City of Largo and anticipates having approximately $1,650,000 available for affordable housing activities. The City of Largo receives a
portion of the HOME funds as part of the Consortium and allocates funds to housing activities.
Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG): The Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid
Transition to Housing Act of 2009 (HEARTH Act), amending the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act, provides ESG funds for addressing the needs of homeless people in emergency or transitional shelters to assisting people to quickly regain stability in permanent
housing after experiencing a housing crisis and/or homelessness.
The County anticipates having approximately $200,000 in ESG funds available for new project proposals for the following types of eligible emergency shelter component activities: (1)
shelter operations; and (2) shelter renovations. The ESG emergency shelter component funding is intended to help improve the number and quality of emergency shelter for homeless
individuals and families and to help operate the shelters.
Application Information: Applications will be available beginning Friday, January 18, 2019,
on the County website at www.pinellascounty.org/community/nofa/executive.htm, by telephone (727) 464-8210, or by emailing cdplanning@pinellascounty.org.
Application Due Date: 4:30 P.M., Friday, February 15, 2019
Applications must be received by the Community Development Division, 440 Court Street,
2nd Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756, no later than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, February 15, 2019.
Selection of activities is based on a competitive process according to, but not limited to, the
following criteria: activities must be consistent with the County’s Five-Year Consolidated
Plan priorities and have approval of the local jurisdiction in which the activity is located;
conceptual soundness of the project; financial feasibility of the project; applicant’s demonstrated ability to implement and administer the project; applicant’s ability to meet and maintain compliance with applicable federal, state, and/or local regulations; community
development value (cost versus community impact); demonstrable positive impact on the
community made apparent through accountable performance metrics; engagement of residents or businesses meeting Section 3 requirements.
Additional Federal, State and Local Funding: Pinellas County also anticipates receiving approximately $250,000 in program income through the Neighborhood Stabilization Program
(NSP) for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2019.
In addition to Federal housing funds, approximately $1,700,000 from the State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program and approximately $175,000 in program income from
local Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds will be available for affordable housing programs.
Affordable Housing Programs and Activities: Pinellas County funds housing programs on
an ongoing basis using available CDBG, HOME, NSP, SHIP and HTF funding. These programs include housing development, down payment assistance, owner-occupied housing rehabilitation, and housing services such as homebuyer training, and foreclosure prevention
counseling.
Applications for affordable housing development activities may be submitted at any time
during the year. Housing Development activities include the preservation and/or production
of affordable rental housing developments, mixed income rental developments and housing
development for homebuyers.
Information about the County’s housing and community development programs is available
at: http://www.pinellascounty.org/community/Builders-Developers.htm.
Jurisdiction: CDBG funds must be used to benefit residents located in the Urban County
(all unincorporated areas and all incorporated areas except St. Petersburg, Clearwater, Largo,
Pinellas Park and Belleair Shore). HOME funds must be used to benefit residents of the
Pinellas County Consortium (Urban County and the City of Largo). ESG funds must benefit
the homeless or those at risk of homelessness located outside the city limits of St. Petersburg.
SHIP and local HTF funds must be used to benefit residents in the County (all unincorporated and all incorporated areas).
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Emerging Leader Fellows &
Interns Program spotlights
Kristopher McClendon

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
honors local ministers
BY DR. CYNTHIA
WHITE
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The 2020 Plan, City of St.
Petersburg Department of
Urban Affairs and One
Community’s Emerging
Leaders Fellowship & Intern Program have engaged 11 young adults
ages 18-40 who have expressed a desire to grow
in community leadership.
The program will provide training for the fellows and interns then
supervise them to serve
as an active force in community advancement initiatives with introductions
to many community leaders. Our community
needs leaders to continue
positive movement in
community activism.
In partnership with
The Weekly Challenger, the
2020 Plan would like to introduce another dynamic
member of the Emerging
Leaders Inaugural Class
2019 Fellow, Kristopher
Dalvin McClendon.
McClendon is a native
of St. Petersburg, a class
of 2001 alum of Lakewood
High School and a class of
2006 alum of Tennessee

State University. After
earning a Bachelor of Science degree in Speech
Communications/Journalism from TSU, he utilized
his gift of public speaking,
gaining experiences from
regional oratorical competitions to news reporting.
Realizing his talent in
the beauty industry, McClendon graduated as the
first
African-American
male licensed cosmetologist and certified makeup
artist from the Aveda Institute in St. Pete. As he
launched out into entrepreneurship, he is the
owner of Exclusively
Done by Kristopher
Dalvin, LLC, an epicenter
for beauty as it relates to
hair, makeup, fashion,
beauty education and
event planning. His most
recent business acquisition is the opening of
Salon Be’Spoke last June.
McClendon credits his
desire to become an entrepreneur as God inspired.
In 2013, his life radically
changed. After an explosive encounter with God
and the truth of His Word,

McClendon was awakened to who God created
him to be.
He is a confident man
of God and believer in
Christ and is very active in
his church, Exceeding
Grace Christian Center.
God has done wonders
and miracles in his life,
and McClendon is not
ashamed.
His testimony is astounding and has the
power to change lives. McClendon has accepted the
torch to use his talents
and commitment of service to transform the image
and perspective of south
St. Pete through the institution of moral excellence.

ST. PETERSBURG —
The finer women and sisterhood of Zeta Gamma
Zeta Chapter in keeping
with its traditions and
commitment to both rendering and recognizing
service, held its annual
Holiday Breakfast Dec.
15 at the historic Gulfport Casino.
Under the guidance
and leadership of local
President Lisa Wilson,
the event was a celebratory time for the blue
and white family as well
as extended families,
friends and community
supporters.
The theme, “Honoring Spiritual Men of Distinction,” recognized and
heralded the efforts and
accomplishments of religious leaders within our
community. The holiday
breakfast was an opportunity to show appreciation not only for their
roles as spiritual leaders
and advisors to their re-

spective congregations
but also for the outstanding examples they are
and continue to be
throughout the local
community.
This year’s honorees included Rev.
Brian Brown of the St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church; Rev. Tyrone
Ford of the United for
Christ Freewill Church;
Dr. Ellis Hodge of the
Word of Life Fellowship
Church; Rev. Kenny Irby
of the Bethel African
Methodist
Episcopal
Church and the Rev.
Willie Whiting, one of
the ministers at Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church.
A highlight of the
event was watching Rev.
Dr. Ellis Hodge along
with Matthew Green,
Eddie Jackson, Ronnie
Marshall, Janomi McCullough and Frank Miller
strut their stuff down a
makeshift runway in a
fashion revue. The gentlemen put their best
fashion foot forward to
the delight of the audi-

ence.
Fashions from the casual world to work, business, church and formal
activities were featured.
Harold and Nicole Wilson, the husband and
wife tag team, served as
lively and vibrant style
commentators.
Event chairperson was
Kay Mullen. Noise Ordinance Entertainment and
D.J. Wen provided music
for the event. Photography was courtesy of Nicole
White Studios, and catering by Simple Delights
Catering and Desserts,
Inc.
About Us
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated was established Jan. 16, 1920,
on the campus of
Howard University. The
local
chapter,
Zeta
Gamma Zeta, has served
St. Petersburg since
1955.
For more information,
visit stpetezetas.com, like
us on Facebook at St. Petersburg Zetas or email us
at stpetezetas@gmail.com.

Mr. Meals on Wheel Tommy Williams will retire after 25 years
of serving the senior community of South Pinellas County!
The community will miss him at health fairs, senior events
and providing meals for homebound seniors. Happy retirement!

AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER

The North Star: A symbol of inspiration and hope
BY JENNIFER GAMBLE
THEARD, M.ED.
ASALH Historian

The North Star is the
anchor of the northern
sky. It is a landmark, or
sky marker, that helps
those who follow it determine direction as it glows
brightly to guide and lead
toward a purposeful destination.
It also has a symbolic
meaning, for the North
Star depicts a beacon of
inspiration and hope to
many. It means different
things to individuals, populations of people and cultures.
For African Americans, the North Star is as
real as it is inspirational,
and as spiritual as it is celestial. Many African
Americans profess to
Christian beliefs and accept the details of the
Magi as written in the first
book of the New Testa-

ment.
In the biblical sense,
the Star of Bethlehem or
the Christian Star appears
in the Nativity story of the
Gospel of Matthew where
the three wise kings from
the East are inspired by
the North Star to travel to
Jerusalem.
The star leads them to
the Baby Jesus where
they worship Him and
give Him gifts. Many
Christians believe that the
Star was a miraculous
sign from God that foretold of Christ’s divinity.
In fact, various Christian denominations extend their celebration of
the Star Prophecy well
into the first week of Jan.
The visit of the Three
Kings to the Christ Child,
the Nativity, Christmas,
the Feast of the Circumcision, the Epiphany and
the Twelfth Night all proclaim the same time period that the North Star

shone so bright in the
night sky.
Another very important aspect of the North
Star for African Americans is the indication of
freedom. When enslaved
people in the southern
United States sought freedom from those who held
them as captives, they devised ways to escape.
As they fled from
bondage, they looked in
the night sky to give them
direction of where to connect to the Underground
Railroad headed to northern United States and
Canada. It was the constant guidance of the
North Star that gave them
the starting point and continuous connections on
the journey northward.
The
Underground
Railroad consisted of
meeting points, secret
routes, various forms of
transportation and safe
houses along the way. Es-

caped slaves were assisted along numerous
paths by free blacks,
white abolitionists, former
slaves, Native Americans,
certain church clergy and
church members all
played a role in helping
African-American men,
women and children escape.
One of the most famous and successful
guides and conductors of
the Underground Railroad was Harriet Tubman. Once enslaved, she
mastered the navigation
skills of following the
North Star, the God given
glowing light that had enabled her to help others
seek freedom in the
north.
The North Star was as
well the name of an antislavery newspaper. It was
started by Frederick Douglass, also a former slave
who understood the depth
of the importance of light

and guidance.
The name of the newspaper was quite befitting,
as the publications gave
references to the directions given to runaway
slaves trying to reach the
northern states and
Canada. It focused on concerting the abolitionists’
movement and the fight to
end slavery in America.
The North Star newspaper was four pages long
and sold by subscription
at the cost of two dollars a
year to more than 4,000
readers in the United
States, Europe and the
West Indies. It had a most
provocative slogan: “Right
is of no Sex—Truth is of
no Color—God is the Father of us all, and we are
all brethren.”
Finally, the North Star
has a very symbolic mean-

ing for African Americans
to embrace. Our historical
leaders of the past have
imparted such profound
wisdom in the meaning of
the North Star as a concept.
As we look within ourselves, we can seek our
own internal compass that
can guide us. We can discover and develop the
gifts that we already have
that can help us move forward as individuals and as
a community.
Let’s look forward
with purposeful hope and
inspiration for a great
2019!
Jennifer
GambleTheard, M.Ed. is a retired
Pinellas County educator
in the study of history and
language. She is also the
historian for the St. Petersburg Branch of ASALH.
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
Helping vets enter the civilian workforce
VETS, from front page

The grant, funded by
the Florida Legislature,
awards
organizations
with community service
projects that encourage
members of the community to honor Dr. King by
volunteering
on
or
around the MLK Holiday. Siplin’s project was
chosen for funding.
“The goal of our project is to bring in veterans
of all ages and give them
interviewing tips, resume advice and career
scope assessments to
see what they are good
at and what they like to
do,” stated Siplin.
After a long military
career, returning to life
as a civilian was a lot
harder than she thought
it would be.
“There are often a lot
of challenges,” Siplin admitted. “Sometimes you
don’t really understand
what that transition will
look like. There is just a
different language we
speak in the military, and
you have to know how to
translate that to civilian
life.”
Siplin, a retired military police officer, said
for many, taking a military skills and translating
it into a career in the pri-

vate sector can be challenging to do.
“I was a military police officer, so at least
that translates into law
enforcement,” she said.
“But for soldiers in the
infantry, they were
trained to fight. But there
are other skills that they
can pull out and use to
get a job, and I don’t
think they realize that.”
Although Siplin admits that in the last few
years the military has improved efforts to assist
military vets with the
transition to civilian life,
she said there is still a
large population of vets
who retired or left the
service before those programs began.
“There is a gap
there,” she said. “A lot of
vets don’t understand the
services that are available.”
The Veterans Job
Fair and Workshop will
take place Friday, Jan. 18
from 9-2 p.m. at the
Enoch Davis Center.
Siplin said she believes
the workshop is something that reflects the
dedication and commitment to the community
Dr. King believed in.
“Dr. King was all

about giving back and
empowering the community to do better and
make things better for
others,” Siplin said. “This
workshop is just a reflection of that, of how to
give back.”
With the grant funding she received, Siplin
was able to purchase
supplies for vets who attend the event, including
a book just for military
veterans full of information on how to make the
transition to civilian life.
Each attendee will also
receive a briefcase.
“I have been to a lot
of conferences, and you
don’t get the right takeaways,” Siplin said. “I
wanted to have more
than just trinkets to give
away.”
While the focus of
this event is to assist veterans, Siplin said the
workshop is open to all.
“Anyone who needs
the job skills assistance
can come out and see
what is available to
them,” she said.
For more information, email Siplin at Empactsolutions@outlook.c
om.
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
YDF helps beautify homes
for the elderly
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Youths from the AKA
AKAdemy, a signature program of the Youth Development
Foundation
of
Pinellas, Inc. (YDF) are
reaching out to several senior homeowners with a
beautification and renovation project on Monday,
Jan. 21.
YDF was established by
the members of the Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. to enhance their
legacy of service to the
community. Coupled with
an MLK Day of Service
award funded by the
Florida Legislature, 30-40
young ladies will get their
hands dirty for a good
cause.
According to AKA
AKAdemy Program Director Manitia Moultrie, the
beautification project was
the brainchild of the academy participants. These
community-minded young
ladies wanted a hands-on
project that would afford
them a direct way of giving

back to the community.
Three homes were chosen for a facelift, which will
include window cleaning,
minor landscaping and
cleanup. They will also replace old light bulbs with
energy efficient bulbs and
solar lighting.
Moultrie feels the project will give seniors a sense
of community and caring.
“When you know someone is giving from the
heart, it means something,”
she said, adding that these
small upgrades will impact
the entire neighborhood
because others are more
likely to make improvements on their homes.
The young ladies, who
are between the ages of 13
and18 years old, will see
“the importance of intergenerational relationships
and social connectedness in
developing elder-friendly
communities.”
The academy participants will not be alone on
this mammoth project. The
ladies of Alpha Kappa
Alpha, the boys of the Eta
Rho Chapter of Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, Inc., St. Petersburg Christian School
Honor Society students, the

St. Petersburg Housing Authority. Painter Sherwood
Cobarras and landscaper
Dana Pittman will also be
on hand.
Moultrie feels their project is in direct correlation to
the vision and hope of Dr.
King by “celebrating his vision of ecumenical solidarity” and his insistence that
“all faiths had something
meaningful to contribute to
building the beloved community.”
“By enlisting the youth
to plan this program and assist the elderly individuals
in our community, we are
embracing and promoting
his values of courage, truth,
justice, compassion, dignity,
humility and service to others,” Moultrie concluded.
The 2019 senior AKA
AKAdemy class will work
on homes with Habitat for
Humanity in a separate
rehab project, and all academy members will meet up
at the Tropicana Field for
the third annual MLK
Dream Big Family Fun Day
to distribute energy efficient light bulbs and
brochures on energy efficiency and education.

The Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
dedicated 2018’s Day of Service to ending childhood hunger. The ladies
handed out free hot dogs and pack-a-sack bags with healthy snacks for
the youth at Tropicana Field after the parade.

CASA and Creative Clay
collaborate to help those
suffering in silence
BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Dr. Jill Flansburg, senior
grants and compliance
manager for Community
Action Stops Abuse, Inc.
(CASA), said she believes part of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.‘s legacy
will always be his belief
in bringing people together and working to
empower the less fortunate.
So when employees
at CASA came together
to decide on an MLK
Day of Service project, it
was only natural to
choose an initiative that
would not only allow for
collaboration with another nonprofit but
would also bring awareness to a group that often
suffers in silence.
CASA, the official domestic violence center
for southern Pinellas
County, applied for an
MLK Day of Service
grant in collaboration
with Creative Clay, a nonprofit committed to helping
people
with
disabilities lead full and
inclusive lives through
access to the arts.
Together, the group
will host Jewelry of
Hope, an initiative that
will give a voice to victims of domestic violence
and bring greater public
awareness to the issue.
Flansburg said while
CASA and Creative Clay
have partnered in the
past, Jewelry of Hope is a
new initiative. The two
organizations believed

the project would be a
true symbol of Dr. King’s
belief in the importance
of speaking out against
injustice.
“Dr. King said ‘our
lives begin to end the day
we become silent about
things that matter.’ We
believe that it is time to
stop being silent about
domestic violence and
make the public aware of
the problem and interventions so we can work
towards a solution,” she
said.
The project begins
before MLK Day with domestic violence survivors, their family and
friends and volunteers
making 800 clay beads of
various sizes, colors and
shapes. Staffers and volunteers from CASA and
Creative Clay will facilitate the bead-making sessions, ensuring they are
properly baked and
ready for use.
With the MLK Day of
Service grant the group
received, they were able
to buy necessary supplies to get the project
started. The award, provided by the Florida Legislature and sponsored
by St. Petersburg College, provides funding to
various groups for projects that encourage the
community to choose
service on the holiday instead of just taking the
day off.
“We would not have
been able to provide the
beads or jewelry making
supplies without the
grant,” Flansburg said.
During the third an-

nual MLK Dream Big
Family Fun Day at Tropicana Field on Monday,
Jan. 21, attendees can
stop by and make a necklace or bracelet with the
beads for a domestic violence survivor. Each
piece of jewelry will include the beads strung
on a colorful hemp cord
with a metal tag that has
an inspiring word or
symbol. After they have
made a piece of jewelry
for a survivor, they can
take a moment and make
a piece of jewelry for
themselves.
While
community
members are making the
pieces, CASA representatives will provide information about domestic
abuse and where people
can go for help.
Flansburg said she
hopes having the jewelry
pieces to take home will
serve as a reminder of
the day and the importance of the services
CASA provides for domestic violence victims.
“We are all so busy in
our individual lives it’s
easy to forget that not
everyone has the same
opportunities and advantages,” she said. “Working toward the greater
good to elevate people in
need makes us all better
and the community
stronger.”
For more information
on CASA, visit their website casa-stpete.org. To
volunteer with Creative
Clay or learn more about
that organization, go to
creativeclay.org.

Mental health boot camp removing stigma
CAMP, from front page

port from the US Department of Health and Human
Services Office of Minority
Health, adult African Americans are 20 percent more
likely to report severe psychological distress than
their white counterparts,
and black teenagers are
more likely to attempt suicide than white teens.
Belle B, an organization
that was formed to motivate, encourage and support girls and young
women, utilized their MLK
Day of Service award to address the debilitating effects of mental health
issues with a one-day workshop entitled Belle B Mental Health Boot Camp
Movement.
Felicia D. Pizana,
founder and CEO of Belle
B, said the workshop aims
“to promote mental health
education, awareness, advocacy and early effective
intervention as a community.”
She feels African Americans are sometimes
ashamed of the stigma surrounding mental health
and have grown accustomed to ignoring issues
instead of reaching out for
help.
“When we talk about
mental health, we’re talking about our mental wellbeing, our emotions, our
thoughts and feelings; our
ability to solve problems
and overcome difficulties,
our social connections and

our understanding of the
world around us,” explained Pizana, who holds a
Masters in Counseling Psychology.
Pizana explained that
mental illness affects the
way people think, feel, behave and interact with others and that there are many
different types of mental illnesses, which have different symptoms and impact
people’s lives in different
ways.
According to Pizana,
one of the most pervasive
forms of mental illness is
depression.
“It’s a sunken place we
can fall into,” she stated.
“You have to learn to move
through it; it’s not unnatural, but you have to learn
how to get through it. It’s a
serious state of mind and
should be dealt with very
seriously. It is not about just
being sad; it’s deeper than
that because it can be debilitating if it is not addressed
effectively.”
There are several warning signs that can point to a
possible problem with the
breakdown of mental
health. Stress and trauma
are vital factors, but also inconsistent behavior, irrational thinking that’s not in
line with reality and an
aversion to daily tasks such
as going to school or work.
Unhealthy emotions
can arise with life’s stresses
and strains, but according
to Pizana, there are av-

enues one can take to
achieve a healthy mental
state and maintain a positive attitude. Local resources are available
including the Department
of Pinellas County and the
Well for Healthy Living
founded by Dr. LaDonna
Butler.
Pizana and certified
mental health first aid instructor Paige Tucker
teamed up for the Jan. 16
workshop held at the St.
Petersburg College Midtown campus to educate
and bring awareness to
mental health issues the
youth may experience.
Both adults and children
learned how to spot warning signs and coping mechanism.
“Our mental health is
vital to our emotional wellbeing and impacts everything,” Pizana averred.
“Whatever we can do together and responsibly as
individuals is crucial. I
think of it as a flower bud
needing to grow. We have
to cultivate and nature it.”
Belle B will also have an
information station set up
at the third annual MLK
Dream Big Family Fun
Day at Tropicana Field on
Monday, Jan. 21 after the
parade. Swag bags with
stress balls, journals and
healthy snacks will be
given out, and information
on mental health will be
available.

Building Your Economic Legacy workshop
WORKSHOP, from front page

funding through the
Florida Legislature. Each
year the sorority chooses
a different service project as their focus for
serving the community
on the MLK Holiday.
“We have participated
in the MLK Day of Service program since its inception,”
said
the
chapter’s newly elected
President Lisa Brody,
Esq. “Every year our
chapter has participated
in a different meaningful
project based upon the
needs of our community
and the mission and program of our organization.
Financial instability is
pervasive in St. Petersburg, especially in our
Midtown community. ”
Brody said this year’s
financial literacy project—Building Your Economic Legacy—is also in
line with one of the goals
of the organization’s fouryear international platform:
Exemplifying
Excellence Through Sustainable Service. The
particular target areas
for the project include
personal financial planning, asset accumulation,
credit repair and monitoring, and entrepreneurship and the black dollar.
“Our chapter reached

out to Pinnacle Financial
Restoration after hearing
about successful workshops they have previously conducted in the
community,” she said.
During the session,
the group plans to provide information on
credit repair, improving
credit scores for home
ownership, car loans and
basic financial literacy information. The workshop will take place on
Monday, Jan. 21 at the
Jordan Park Apartments
leasing office for up to 50
members of the community.
Brody said her sorority hopes that those in attendance will leave
feeling empowered and
optimistic.
“We hope that our
workshop will raise
awareness and provide
information in the form
of financial literacy,” she
averred. “We want to encourage individuals and
families to seek further
assistance as needed.”
The MLK Day of
Service awards have
helped the sorority expand their community
service scope and allowed them the opportunity to bring meaningful
projects to the commu-

nity while honoring a
man that believed in
serving others.
“Dr. King’s Poor Peoples Campaign of 1967-68
highlighted his passion
and desire to ensure that
those in need had the
same rights and economic opportunities as
others despite of race,
creed or religion,” Brody
said. “Dr. King believed
that poverty was a form
of injustice impacting the
quality of life for those
who needed help the
most. Our service project
will focus on serving and
supporting individuals
who may not understand
the importance of credit
and overall financial
health.”
While most of the
nearly 100 volunteers will
be Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority sisters, there are
a few slots for community members interested
in working with the
group and the financial
literacy project. For more
information on how you
can get involved in this
or other community
service projects the
group sponsors, visit
their
website
at
www.zuochapter.org
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
Home away from home for veterans’ families

The Gathering of Women tackles homelessness
and healthy eating

HOME, from front page

tion that provided free
housing and food and
even travel to the families of military veterans.”
Jones was so impressed that she decided
that her organization’s
MLK Day of Service
project would center on
bringing donations to the
temporary housing facility.
Her
organization,
Midtown Celebrity Club,
Inc., was awarded an
MLK Day of Service
grant from the Florida
Legislature to restock
and replenish Fisher
House’s supply pantry.
The Fisher House is
located on the grounds
of the Bay Pines Veterans Hospital. Its primary
focus is to provide a
place where military and
veterans’ families can
stay while their loved
one is in the hospital.
“The Fisher House is
to the families of veterans what the Ronald McDonald House is to the
families of sick children,”
Jones said. “Our assistance will provide families
with
everyday
essentials to ease anxiety
and help veterans’ families stay close to their
family member in the VA
Hospital.”
Jones, president of
the Midtown Celebrity
Club, founded the organization with a focus on
youth and providing
them with a foundation
that supports creativity
and the inspiration to follow their dreams.
She believes supporting the Bay Pines Fisher
House is something Dr.

WOMEN, from front page

King would appreciate
and would encourage
young people to help.
“Dr. King promoted
the idea of brotherhood
and aiding one’s fellow
man,” she said. “Our
project also incorporates
Dr. King’s belief that the
support of family is an
important part of one’s
life.”
Jones and volunteers
from her organization
will collect non-perishables, canned goods and
other household items
for the residents visiting
Fisher House. She has
had several veterans volunteer with Midtown
Celebrity Club, and she
wanted to find a way to
give back to them.
“We are providing
enough food for about
200 to 300 families,” she
stated. “In doing so, we
are reaching the loved
ones of those who are in
the hospital. There is a
possibility that our project may have an impact
on as many as 500 to 700
people.”
The organization will
deliver the supplies to
Fisher House along with
refreshments on Friday,
Jan. 18 from 1-4 p.m. The
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commitment to serve people.”
Founded in 2005, The
Gathering of Women, Inc.
is a nonprofit committed to
providing a voice for
women and to be a force for
change. The group is a
cross-cultural alliance of
women developing partnerships and projects to better
the community.
As part of the MLK Day
of Service, the organization
will conduct two service
projects
with
funds
awarded by the Florida
Legislature and provided
by St. Petersburg College.
Richardson said funding from the grant has allowed her to expand her
reach and bring community awareness to two important
issues:
homelessness and healthy
eating for children.
The first project will
take place Saturday, Jan. 19
and involves providing
warm blankets, coats, toiletries and clothing for families who find themselves
without stable housing.
“Our mission is to instill
and promote dignity in the
homeless,” Richardson explained. “You must treat
each and every person with
dignity and respect. It’s
hard to witness the suffering of others.”
Saturday’s program will
take place from 10:30-2 p.m.
at the St. Vincent DePaul
homeless shelter, 401 15th
St. N.
The second project,
slated for Monday, Jan. 21,
is called Kids in the
Kitchen, a program that allows students to work

group will also participate in the third annual
MLK Dream Big Family
Fun Day at Tropicana
Field on Monday, Jan. 21.
Attendees will be able to
learn more about Fisher
House and Midtown
Celebrity Club.
Jones said she hopes
volunteers will find
Fisher House to be just
as important a cause to
support as her organization does.
“We hope that people
remember how important it is to help veterans,” she said. “Some
people forget about
those who have fought
and died for our freedoms.”
There are still slots
for volunteers on Jan. 18
to unload supplies and
stock the shelves, and
during Family Fun Day
to pass out information
to eventgoers. For more
information on the Midtown Celebrity Club or to
volunteer, email Jones at
missmidtown2010@yaho
o.com.
For more information
on Fisher House, visit
fisherhouse.org.
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alongside local chefs to
make some of Dr. King’s favorite dishes using ingredients from a garden at the
Pinellas Technical College.
The Kids in the Kitchen
initiative encourages children ages 6-14 to eat healthier meals and snacks by
allowing them to have an
opportunity to actually participate in cooking and understand how gardening
and cooking go hand in
hand.
“Kids need to learn
about food from the garden
to plate,” Richardson said.
“It builds confidence
around food preparation,
encourages healthier eating habits and wards off
food phobias. Our children’s health and wellness
is a key issue.”
Monday’s project will
be held from 9:30 a.m. until
noon at Pinellas Technical

College, 901 34th St. S. She
hopes to reach more than
200 people with the two
events.
Richardson said she believes both projects are a
true representation of Dr.
King and are a great way to
spend time honoring him.
“A day on not a day off
is important on MLK Day
because the holiday is
about serving our community,”
she
explained.
“Through service, we can
have the opportunity to
bridge barriers and build
lasting change. It’s a day to
give back.”
Volunteers are welcomed and can learn more
about how to help by contacting Richardson at thegatheringofwomen2@gmai
l.com. For more information, visit www.thegatheringofwomen.com.

The Gathering of Women, Inc.
sponsored a garden and culinary learning
experience for children last summer at
Pinellas Technical College.
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Martin Luther King, Jr.’s final speech:
‘I’ve been to the mountaintop’
Editor’s Note: Fifty-one
years ago, the Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr. gave what
some call one of the best
known, yet mostly unheard
speeches in American history. For a little more than
40 minutes, he spoke about
economic justice and
racial division in America.
Many reduce his call to action to the last part in the
speech where he seems to
prophesy his death the next
day.
The
“Mountaintop”
speech is just as relevant
today as it was 51 years
ago. If he were giving this
speech in 2019, some of the
names and places might
differ, but the call for attention to our economic disparity would be the same.
Delivered April 3,
1968, Mason Temple
(Church of God in Christ
Headquarters), Memphis,
Tenn.
Thank
you
very
kindly, my friends. As I listened to Ralph Abernathy
and his eloquent and generous introduction and
then thought about myself, I wondered who he
was talking about. It’s always good to have your
closest friend and associate to say something good
about you. And Ralph
Abernathy is the best
friend that I have in the
world. I’m delighted to
see each of you here
tonight in spite of a storm
warning. You reveal that
you are determined to go
on anyhow.

wilderness on toward the
promised land. And in
spite of its magnificence, I
wouldn’t stop there.
I would move on by
Greece and take my mind
to Mount Olympus. And I
would see Plato, Aristotle,
Socrates, Euripides and
Aristophanes assembled
around the Parthenon.
And I would watch them
around the Parthenon as
they discussed the great
and eternal issues of reality. But I wouldn’t stop
there.
I would go on, even to
the great heyday of the
Roman Empire. And I
would see developments
around there, through
various emperors and
leaders. But I wouldn’t
stop there.
I would even come up
to the day of the Renaissance, and get a quick picture of all that the
Renaissance did for the
cultural and aesthetic life
of man. But I wouldn’t
stop there.
I would even go by the
way that the man for
whom I am named had
his habitat. And I would
watch Martin Luther as
he tacked his ninety-five
theses on the door at the
church of Wittenberg.
But I wouldn’t stop there.
I would come on up even
to 1863, and watch a vacillating President by the
name of Abraham Lincoln
finally come to the conclusion that he had to sign
the Emancipation Procla-

The King family enjoys a rare musical moment
at home. Coretta King, a graduate of the New
England Conservatory of Music, reluctantly
gave up a career in music when she married
and moved back to the South.
Something is happening in Memphis; something is happening in our
world. And you know, if I
were standing at the beginning of time, with the
possibility of taking a kind
of general and panoramic
view of the whole of
human history up to now,
and the Almighty said to
me, “Martin Luther King,
which age would you like
to live in?” I would take
my mental flight by Egypt
and I would watch God’s
children in their magnificent trek from the dark
dungeons
of
Egypt
through, or rather across
the Red Sea, through the

mation. But I wouldn’t
stop there.
I would even come up
to the early thirties, and
see a man grappling with
the problems of the bankruptcy of his nation. And
come with an eloquent
cry that we have nothing
to fear but “fear itself.”
But I wouldn’t stop there.
Strangely enough, I would
turn to the Almighty, and
say, “If you allow me to
live just a few years in the
second half of the 20th
century, I will be happy.”
Now that’s a strange
statement to make, because the world is all
messed up. The nation is

sick. Trouble is in the
land;
confusion
all
around. That’s a strange
statement. But I know,
somehow, that only when
it is dark enough can you
see the stars. And I see
God working in this period of the twentieth century in a way that men, in
some strange way, are responding. Something is Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. giving his last speech in front of a packed church
happening in our world.
in Memphis, Tenn., on April 3, 1968, hours before he was assassinated.
The masses of people are
That night, he called for unity, economic actions and boycotts, while
rising up. And wherever
challenging America to live up to its ideals.
they are assembled today,
whether they are in Jo- the slaves in slavery. mersed. If we were
But somewhere I read
hannesburg, South Africa; When the slaves get to- Methodist, and some oth- of the freedom of assemNairobi, Kenya; Accra, gether, that’s the begin- ers, we had been sprin- bly. Somewhere I read of
Ghana; New York City; At- ning of getting out of kled, but we knew water. the freedom of speech.
lanta, Georgia; Jackson, slavery. Now let us main- That couldn’t stop us.
Somewhere I read of
Mississippi; or Memphis, tain unity.
And we just went on the freedom of press.
Tennessee — the cry is alSecondly, let us keep before the dogs and we Somewhere I read that
ways the same: “We want the issues where they are. would look at them; and the greatness of America
to be free.”
The issue is injustice. The we’d go on before the is the right to protest for
issue is the refusal of water hoses and we would right. And so just as I say,
And another reason Memphis to be fair and look at it, and we’d just go we aren’t going to let dogs
that I’m happy to live in honest in its dealings with on singing “Over my head or water hoses turn us
this period is that we have its public servants, who I see freedom in the air.” around, we aren’t going to
been forced to a point happen to be sanitation And then we would be let any injunction turn us
where we are going to workers. Now, we’ve got thrown in the paddy wag- around. We are going on.
have to grapple with the to keep attention on that. ons, and sometimes we
We need all of you.
problems that men have That’s always the problem were stacked in there like And you know what’s
been trying to grapple with a little violence. You sardines in a can. And beautiful to me is to see all
with through history, but know what happened the they would throw us in, of these ministers of the
the demands didn’t force other day, and the press and old Bull would say, Gospel. It’s a marvelous
them to do it. Survival de- dealt only with the win- “Take ‘em off,” and they picture. Who is it that is
mands that we grapple dow-breaking. I read the did; and we would just go supposed to articulate the
with them. Men, for years articles. They very sel- in the paddy wagon longings and aspirations
now, have been talking dom got around to menabout war and peace. But tioning the fact that one
now, no longer can they thousand, three hundred
just talk about it. It is no sanitation workers are on
longer a choice between strike, and that Memphis
violence and nonviolence is not being fair to them,
in this world; it’s nonvio- and that Mayor Loeb is in
lence or nonexistence. dire need of a doctor.
That is where we are They didn’t get around to
today.
that.
And also in the human
Now we’re going to
rights revolution, if some- march again, and we’ve
thing isn’t done, and done got to march again, in
in a hurry, to bring the order to put the issue
colored peoples of the where it is supposed to be
world out of their long — and force everybody to
years of poverty, their see that there are thirteen
long years of hurt and hundred of God’s chilneglect, the whole world dren here suffering,
is doomed. Now, I’m just sometimes going hungry,
happy that God has al- going through dark and
lowed me to live in this pe- dreary nights wondering
riod to see what is how this thing is going to
unfolding. And I’m happy come out. That’s the
that He’s allowed me to be issue. And we’ve got to
in Memphis.
say to the nation: We
I can remember — I know how it’s coming out.
In Oct. 1960, an officer escorts Dr. King
can remember when Ne- For when people get
to court after he takes part in a
groes were just going caught up with that which
student sit-in demonstration at Rich’s,
around as Ralph has said, is right and they are willan Atlanta department store.
so often, scratching ing to sacrifice for it, there
where they didn’t itch, is no stopping point short singing, “We Shall Over- of the people more than
and laughing when they of victory. We aren’t going come.”
the preacher? Somehow
were not tickled. But that to let any mace stop us.
And every now and the preacher must have a
day is all over. We mean We are masters in our then we’d get in jail, and kind of fire shut up in his
business now, and we are nonviolent movement in we’d see the jailers look- bones. And whenever indetermined to gain our disarming police forces; ing through the windows justice is around he tell it.
rightful place in God’s they don’t know what to being moved by our Somehow the preacher
world.
do. I’ve seen them so prayers, and being moved must be an Amos, and
And that’s all this often. I remember in by our words and our saith, “When God speaks
whole thing is about. We Birmingham, Alabama, songs. And there was a who can but prophesy?”
aren’t engaged in any neg- when we were in that ma- power there which Bull Again with Amos, “Let jusative protest and in any jestic struggle there, we Connor couldn’t adjust to; tice roll down like waters
negative arguments with would move out of the and so we ended up trans- and righteousness like a
anybody. We are saying 16th
Street
Baptist forming Bull into a steer, mighty stream.” Somethat we are determined to Church day after day; by and we won our struggle how the preacher must
be men. We are deter- the hundreds we would in Birmingham. Now say with Jesus, “The Spirit
mined to be people. We move out. And Bull Con- we’ve got to go on in of the Lord is upon me,
are saying — We are say- nor would tell them to Memphis just like that. I because he hath anointed
ing that we are God’s chil- send the dogs forth, and call upon you to be with me,” and he’s anointed
dren. And that we are they did come; but we just us when we go out Mon- me to deal with the probGod’s children, we don’t went before the dogs day.
lems of the poor.”
have to live like we are singing, “Ain’t gonna let
And I want to comNow about injuncforced to live.
nobody turn me around.” tions: We have an injunc- mend the preachers,
Now, what does all of
Bull Connor next tion and we’re going into under the leadership of
this mean in this great pe- would say, “Turn the fire court tomorrow morning these noble men: James
riod of history? It means hoses on.” And as I said to to fight this illegal, uncon- Lawson, one who has
that we’ve got to stay to- you the other night, Bull stitutional injunction. All been in this struggle for
gether. We’ve got to stay Connor didn’t know his- we say to America is, “Be many years; he’s been to
together and maintain tory. He knew a kind of true to what you said on jail for struggling; he’s
unity. You know, when- physics that somehow paper.” If I lived in China been kicked out of Vanever Pharaoh wanted to didn’t relate to the or even Russia, or any to- derbilt University for this
prolong the period of slav- transphysics that we talitarian country, maybe struggle, but he’s still
ery in Egypt, he had a fa- knew about. And that was I could understand some going on, fighting for the
vorite, favorite formula for the fact that there was a of these illegal injunc- rights of his people. Revdoing it. What was that? certain kind of fire that no tions. Maybe I could un- erend Ralph Jackson,
He kept the slaves fight- water could put out. And derstand the denial of Billy Kiles; I could just go
ing among themselves. we went before the fire certain
basic
First right on down the list, but
But whenever the slaves hoses; we had known Amendment privileges, time will not permit.
get together, something water. If we were Baptist because they hadn’t comBut I want to thank all
happens in Pharaoh’s or some other denomina- mitted themselves to that of them. And I want you to
court, and he cannot hold tions, we had been im- over there.
thank them, because so
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often, preachers aren’t
concerned about anything
but themselves. And I’m
always happy to see a relevant ministry.
It’s all right to talk
about “long white robes
over yonder,” in all of its
symbolism. But ultimately
people want some suits
and dresses and shoes to
wear down here! It’s all
right to talk about “streets
flowing with milk and
honey,” but God has commanded us to be concerned about the slums
down here, and his children who can’t eat three
square meals a day. It’s all
right to talk about the new
Jerusalem, but one day,
God’s preacher must talk
about the new New York,
the new Atlanta, the new
Philadelphia, the new Los
Angeles, the new Memphis, Tennessee. This is
what we have to do.

company, Jesse? Tell
them not to buy Hart’s
bread.
As
Jesse
Jackson has said, up to
now, only the garbage
men have been feeling
pain; now we must kind of
redistribute the pain.
We are choosing these
companies because they
haven’t been fair in their
hiring policies; and we are
choosing them because
they can begin the
process of saying they are
going to support the
needs and the rights of
these men who are on
strike. And then they can
move on town — downtown and tell Mayor Loeb
to do what is right.
But not only that,
we’ve got to strengthen
black institutions. I call
upon you to take your
money out of the banks
downtown and deposit
your money in Tri-State

More than a year after the boycott began, the
U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Alabama’s bus
segregation laws were unconstitutional. Dr. King
waits to board the city’s first integrated bus.
Now the other thing Bank. We want a “bankwe’ll have to do is this: Al- in” movement in Memways anchor our external phis. Go by the savings
direct action with the and loan association. I’m
power of economic with- not asking you something
drawal. Now, we are poor that we don’t do ourselves
people. Individually, we at SCLC. Judge Hooks
are poor when you com- and others will tell you
pare us with white society that we have an account
in America. We are poor. here in the savings and
Never stop and forget that loan association from the
collectively — that means Southern Christian Leadall of us together — col- ership Conference.
We are telling you to
lectively we are richer
than all the nations in the follow what we are doing.
world, with the exception Put your money there.
of nine. Did you ever You have six or seven
black insurance compathink about that?
After you leave the nies here in the city of
United States, Soviet Rus- Memphis. Take out your
sia, Great Britain, West insurance there. We want
Germany, France, and I to have an “insurance-in.”
Now these are some
could name the others,
the American Negro col- practical things that we
lectively is richer than can do. We begin the
most nations of the world. process of building a
We have an annual in- greater economic base.
come of more than thirty And at the same time, we
billion dollars a year, are putting pressure
which is more than all of where it really hurts. I ask
the exports of the United you to follow through
States, and more than the here.
Now, let me say as I
national
budget
of
Canada. Did you know move to my conclusion
that? That’s power right that we’ve got to give ourthere, if we know how to selves to this struggle
until the end.
pool it.
Nothing would be
We don’t have to argue
with anybody. We don’t more tragic than to stop at
have to curse and go this point in Memphis.
around acting bad with We’ve got to see it
our words. We don’t need through. And when we
any bricks and bottles. We have our march, you need
don’t need any Molotov to be there. If it means
cocktails. We just need to leaving work, if it means
go around to these stores, leaving school — be
and to these massive in- there. Be concerned
dustries in our country, about your brother. You
and say, “God sent us by may not be on strike. But
here, to say to you that either we go up together,
you’re not treating his or we go down together.
Let us develop a kind
children right. And we’ve
come by here to ask you of dangerous unselfishto make the first item on ness. One day a man
your agenda fair treat- came to Jesus, and he
ment, where God’s chil- wanted to raise some
questions about some
dren are concerned.
Now, if you are not vital matters of life. At
prepared to do that, we do points he wanted to trick
have an agenda that we Jesus, and show him that
must follow. And our he knew a little more than
agenda calls for withdraw- Jesus knew and throw
ing economic support him off base.... Now that
question could have easily
from you.”
And so, as a result of ended up in a philosophithis, we are asking you cal and theological deBut
Jesus
tonight, to go out and tell bate.
your neighbors not to immediately pulled that
buy Coca-Cola in Mem- question from mid-air, and
phis. Go by and tell them placed it on a dangerous
not to buy Sealtest milk. curve between Jerusalem
Tell them not to buy — and Jericho. And he
what is the other bread? talked about a certain
— Wonder Bread. And man, who fell among
what is the other bread thieves. You remember

that a Levite and a priest
passed by on the other
side.
They didn’t stop to
help him. And finally a
man of another race came
by. He got down from his
beast, decided not to be
compassionate by proxy.
But he got down with
him, administered first
aid, and helped the man in
need. Jesus ended up saying, this was the good
man, this was the great
man, because he had the
capacity to project the “I”
into the “thou,” and to be
concerned about his
brother.
Now you know, we use
our imagination a great
deal to try to determine
why the priest and the
Levite didn’t stop. At
times we say they were
busy going to a church
meeting, an ecclesiastical
gathering, and they had to
get on down to Jerusalem
so they wouldn’t be late
for their meeting. At other
times we would speculate
that there was a religious
law that “One who was engaged in religious ceremonials was not to touch
a human body twenty-four
hours before the ceremony.” And every now
and then we begin to wonder whether maybe they
were not going down to
Jerusalem — or down to
Jericho, rather to organize
a “Jericho Road Improvement Association.”
That’s a possibility.
Maybe they felt that it was
better to deal with the
problem from the causal
root, rather than to get
bogged down with an individual effect.
But I’m going to tell
you what my imagination
tells me. It’s possible that
those men were afraid.
You see, the Jericho road
is a dangerous road. I re-

question: “If I do not stop
to help this man, what will
happen to him?”
That’s the question before you tonight. Not, “If I
stop to help the sanitation
workers, what will happen
to my job. Not, “If I stop to
help the sanitation workers what will happen to all
of the hours that I usually
spend in my office every
day and every week as a
pastor?” The question is
not, “If I stop to help this
man in need, what will
happen to me?” The question is, “If I do not stop to
help the sanitation workers, what will happen to
them?” That’s the question.
Let us rise up tonight
with a greater readiness.
Let us stand with a
greater determination.
And let us move on in
these powerful days,
these days of challenge to
make America what it
ought to be. We have an
opportunity to make
America a better nation.
And I want to thank God,
once more, for allowing
me to be here with you.
You know, several years
ago, I was in New York
City autographing the
first book that I had written. And while sitting
there
autographing
books, a demented black
woman came up.
The only question I
heard from her was, “Are
you Martin Luther King?”
And I was looking down
writing, and I said, “Yes.”
And the next minute I felt
something beating on my
chest. Before I knew it I
had been stabbed by this
demented woman. I was
rushed to Harlem Hospital. It was a dark Saturday
afternoon. And that blade
had gone through, and
the X-rays revealed that
the tip of the blade was on

On Oct. 24, 1958, more than a month after he
was stabbed, King waves to a large group of
friends and neighbors assembled on the tarmac
at Montgomery Airport.
member when Mrs. King
and I were first in
Jerusalem. We rented a
car and drove from
Jerusalem down to Jericho. And as soon as we
got on that road, I said to
my wife, “I can see why
Jesus used this as the setting for his parable.” It’s a
winding,
meandering
road. It’s really conducive
for ambushing. You start
out in Jerusalem, which is
about 1200 miles — or
rather 1200 feet above sea
level. And by the time you
get down to Jericho, fifteen or twenty minutes
later, you’re about 2200
feet below sea level.
That’s a dangerous road.
In the days of Jesus it
came to be known as the
“Bloody Pass.”
And you know, it’s possible that the priest and
the Levite looked over
that man on the ground
and wondered if the robbers were still around. Or
it’s possible that they felt
that the man on the
ground was merely faking. And he was acting
like he had been robbed
and hurt, in order to seize
them over there, lure
them there for quick and
easy seizure. And so the
first question that the
priest asked — the first
question that the Levite
asked was, “If I stop to
help this man, what will
happen to me?” But then
the Good Samaritan came
by. And he reversed the

the edge of my aorta, the
main artery. And once
that’s punctured, your
drowned in your own
blood — that’s the end of
you.
It came out in the New
York Times the next
morning, that if I had
merely sneezed, I would
have died. Well, about
four days later, they allowed me, after the operation, after my chest had
been opened, and the
blade had been taken out,
to move around in the
wheel chair in the hospital.
They allowed me to
read some of the mail that
came in, and from all over
the states and the world,
kind letters came in. I
read a few, but one of
them I will never forget. I
had received one from the
President and the VicePresident. I’ve forgotten
what those telegrams
said. I’d received a visit
and a letter from the Governor of New York, but
I’ve forgotten what that
letter said. But there was
another letter that came
from a little girl, a young
girl who was a student at
the White Plains High
School. And I looked at
that letter, and I’ll never
forget it. It said simply,
“Dear Dr. King, I am a
ninth-grade student at the
White
Plains
High
School.”
And she said,
“While it should not

matter, I would like to
mention that I’m a white
girl. I read in the paper of
your misfortune, and of
your suffering. And I read
that if you had sneezed,
you would have died. And
I’m simply writing you to
say that I’m so happy that
you didn’t sneeze.”
And I want to say
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If I had sneezed, I
wouldn’t have been in
Memphis to see a community rally around those
brothers and sisters who
are suffering.
I’m so happy that I didn’t sneeze.
And they were telling
me —. Now, it doesn’t
matter, now. It really does-

Dr. King in a St. Augustine, Fla., jail in 1964 with
his regular cellmate Rev. Ralph Abernathy.
tonight — I want to say
tonight that I too am
happy that I didn’t sneeze.
Because if I had sneezed,
I wouldn’t have been
around here in 1960,
when students all over the
South started sitting-in at
lunch counters. And I
knew that as they were
sitting in, they were really
standing up for the best in
the American dream, and
taking the whole nation
back to those great wells
of democracy which were
dug deep by the Founding Fathers in the Declaration of Independence
and the Constitution.
If I had sneezed, I
wouldn’t
have
been
around here in 1961,
when we decided to take
a ride for freedom and
ended segregation in
inter-state travel.
If I had sneezed, I
wouldn’t
have
been
around here in 1962,
when Negroes in Albany,
Georgia, decided to
straighten their backs up.
And whenever men and
women straighten their
backs up, they are going
somewhere, because a
man can’t ride your back
unless it is bent.
If I had sneezed — If I
had sneezed I wouldn’t
have been here in 1963,
when the black people of
Birmingham, Alabama,
aroused the conscience of
this nation, and brought
into being the Civil Rights
Bill.
If I had sneezed, I
wouldn’t have had a
chance later that year, in
August, to try to tell
America about a dream
that I had had.
If I had sneezed, I
wouldn’t have been down
in Selma, Alabama, to see
the great Movement
there.

n’t matter what happens
now. I left Atlanta this
morning, and as we got
started on the plane,
there were six of us.
The pilot said over the
public address system,
“We are sorry for the
delay, but we have Dr.
Martin Luther King on
the plane. And to be sure
that all of the bags were
checked, and to be sure
that nothing would be
wrong with on the plane,
we had to check out
everything carefully. And
we’ve had the plane protected and guarded all
night.”
And then I got into
Memphis. And some
began to say the threats,
or talk about the threats
that were out. What would
happen to me from some
of our sick white brothers?
Well, I don’t know
what will happen now.
We’ve got some difficult
days ahead. But it really
doesn’t matter with me
now, because I’ve been to
the mountaintop. And I
don’t mind.
Like anybody, I would
like to live a long life.
Longevity has its place.
But I’m not concerned
about that now. I just want
to do God’s will. And He’s
allowed me to go up to the
mountain. And I’ve looked
over. And I’ve seen the
Promised Land. I may not
get there with you. But I
want you to know tonight,
that we, as a people, will
get to the promised land!
And so I’m happy,
tonight.
I’m not worried about
anything.
I’m not fearing any
man.
Mine eyes have seen
the glory of the coming of
the Lord.

On March 25, a victory march begins through
the streets of downtown Montgomery, winding
up at the speakers’ platform in front of the state
capitol. With arms linked, parading down
Montgomery’s main street, are Ralph Bunche
and the Kings. En route to the capitol, marchers
sang “we have overcome today.”

Thursday, Jan. 17 @ 7 p.m.

Sunday, Jan. 20 @ 4 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 21 @ 11 a.m.

ANNUAL MLK HIGH SCHOOL

MLK INTERFAITH MEMORIAL

34th ANNUAL MLK DREAM

ESSAY CONTEST FINALS

SERVICE Congregation B’nai Israel,

BIG PARADE – NEW ROUTE!

Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S

300 58th St. N

Parade begins at 3rd St. & 1st Ave. S,

727-893-7134

“True Love brings the human
spirit together.”

west to 16th St., south to 3rd Ave. S,

727-560-2567

MLKdreambig.com.

VETERAN’S JOB FAIR

Sunday, Jan. 20 from 5-7 p.m.

Mon., January 21, 2-6 p.m.

Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

3rd ANNUAL MLK DREAM BIG

Free

CANDLELIGHT VIGIL

2019 FAMILY FUN DAY

Woodson Museum, 2240 9th Ave S

Immediately following parade

727-323-1104

Outdoors: East side of Tropicana

Free

disbanding near Tropicana Field Lot 1.

Friday, Jan. 18 from 9-2 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 19 from 12-7 p.m.

Field, Lot 6, MLKdreambig.com.

BRING DA HEAT DANCE
COMPETITION

Monday, Jan. 21 @ 7:30 a.m.

Gibbs High School, 850 34th St. S

33rd MLK LEADERSHIP

Mon., January 21

$20 Admission

AWARDS BREAKFAST

MLK DAY OF SERVICE

Coliseum, 535 4th Ave N

PROJECTS

SOLD OUT

spcollege.edu/mlkservice

Sunday, Jan. 20 from 5-9 p.m.
BATTLE OF THE BANDS
Gibbs High School, 850 34th St. S

ALL EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

$10 Admission

The community is invited to come together and celebrate
the life and dream of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
We encourage all participants to embrace the City’s
vision to be a place where we honor our past while
pursuing our future, and welcome all who come to live,
work and play.
The first MLK Celebration took place in St. Pete in1986.
The original parade route began on Third Avenue South
proceeded south on then-Ninth Street, ending at Bartlett
Park. The celebration grew each year both in size and
popularity, and the MLK parade route was moved to start
in the downtown area in 1990.
In its 34th year, St. Pete’s “MLK DREAM BIG” Parade is
the nation’s longest-running parade honoring Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and has a new route running west along
First Avenue South starting at Third Street.
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
Gospel brunch educates
the community
BY KARIN DAVIS-THOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
With a focus on health and
wellness, Empath Health followed the lead of the late Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. by
using the church to reach
the African-American community to provide important
information and awareness.
For the second year in a
row, the organization was
awarded an MLK Day of
Service grant to promote five
key areas during their
Gospel Health Brunch. The
grant, funded by the Florida
Legislature and sponsored
by St. Petersburg College, is
awarded to groups with service projects set to inspire the
community to remember Dr.
King’s legacy and volunteer
instead of just taking the day
off.
Bridget Narvaez, cofounder of the brunch, said
the black church is an institution that many African
Americans have been a part
of for years, and it was a natural fit to use the platform for
reaching the community.
The concept was used long
before Dr. King utilized it
during the civil rights era.
“So many in the AfricanAmerican community were
raised and brought up in a
church setting, so lots of information was filtered

through the black church,”
Narvaez asserted. “We
thought it would be a way to
grasp and hold the attention
of those attending.”
Held Saturday, Jan. 12 at
3050 1st Ave. S, the brunch
focused on five areas within
Empath Health: hospice, volunteerism, the PACE Program, HIV/AIDS education
and advanced planning.
Empath Health is a notfor-profit, integrated network
of care that supports anyone
facing chronic or advanced
illness. The network includes
Suncoast Hospice and the
PACE program, a project designed to assist seniors in living independently by
providing comprehensive
health care and support
services.
Along with gospel
singing, praise and dance,
the brunch gave people an
opportunity to give their testimony and tell attendees
about their experience with
Empath.
Narvaez, who began her
career with Empath Health
as a hospice nurse, said she
hopes that the more than 160
people who attended the
brunch left with not only a
better understanding of the
organization, but also the importance of advance planning and health and wellness
education, particularly on
HIV/AIDS.

Are you ready to
go to work?
“We know statistically,
people in the African-American community don’t always
plan ahead when it comes to
letting their wishes be
known,” she said.
Additionally, in her new
role as director of Medical
and Educational Services for
the HIV/AIDS Outreach
team, Narvaez said she
hopes the brunch also gave
greater awareness to the
HIV/AIDS epidemic and its
impact on African Americans. Free and confidential
HIV testing was made available.
More than anything,
Narvaez said she hopes the
community knows how
much the organization wants
to offer support where ever
possible.
“We want the community
to know that we are willing to
help however we can,” she
said. “Don’t hesitate to contact us. We are willing to answer a phone call, do a
presentation, come to the
home, whatever we can do to
help.”
If you missed the
brunch, don’t worry. Empath
Health will be at third annual
MLK Dream Big Family Fun
Day at Tropicana Field on
Monday, Jan. 21 handing out
valuable information.
For more information on
Empath
Health,
visit
www.empathhealth.org.

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – For
their 2019 MLK Day of
Service project, Workforce Solutions of TampaBay, Inc. will be
holding its employability
skills seminar Jan. 17
from 12:30-1:30 p.m. at
the St. Petersburg College Midtown campus,
1300 22nd St. S. Workforce Solutions will also
be at the Family Fun Day
at Tropicana Field on
Jan. 21 from 2-4 p.m.
The organization restores hope to individuals who have failed at
obtaining employment
by providing training, job
coaching and interview
skills.
Daphne
Mitchell,
president and CEO of the
organization, said Workforce Solutions targets
youths and adults from
14 years of age and up.
These
hopefuls
include veterans, vocational rehabilitation customers, ex-offenders and
simply people who are
unemployed due to barri-

ers beyond their control.
The primary goal of
the seminar is to provide
individuals in St. Pete
with the valuable employment
skills
needed in order to
be competitive in
today’s job market,
Mitchell explained.
This is the organization’s third year conducting the seminar for their
MLK Day of Service
project. Mitchell, who
noted that there are usually about 50 attendees at
these seminars, expects
a good turnout this year.
There is no need to sign
up for anything ahead of
time—just show up!
“Workforce Solutions
would like to continue to
promote the best efforts
to reinforce positive employment outcomes by
providing employment
skills seminars to prepare individuals for the
job market,” she said.
Through job training,
participants will have the
confidence and encouragement needed to enter
the workforce, she said,

Daphne Mitchell
adding that the organization aims to help people
maintain financial independence and a feeling of
self-worth.
Specifically, the seminar will touch upon such
essentials as resume
building and the all-important interview skills.
“A lot of individuals
don’t have the confidence [or] know how to
interview,” Mitchell said.
The organization also
plans to feature a surprise employer to speak
to the participants and
not only dispense valuable advice but to also
touch upon what is it that
employers are looking
for in prospective employees.

Legacy-56 confronts school-to-prison pipeline
PIPELINE, from front page

Knights of Knowledge game night
teaches strategy and communication
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Monopoly, The Game of Life,
Scrabble, Battleship and a delicious dinner were all on the
menu at the “Games of the
Past” night organized by
Knights of Knowledge Chess
Club of St. Pete Saturday, Jan.
5 at the Enoch Davis Center.
An MLK Day of Service
project designed to bring
family and community members out to enjoy strategy,
communication and analytical skills, the event was a
rousing success with 50-60
parents, children and game
lovers in attendance.
Kenneth Davis founded
Knights of Knowledge after
he retired as a deputy with
the Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Office after 31 years.
“I started my chess club
in 2011 at the corner of 20th
Street and 22nd Avenue
South at Lakeview Market.
[Owner] Miss Daisy was
kind enough to let us use her
store when we first started
the chess club.”
The club was moved to
Bay Vista Park, but the
weather became a problem,
so in 2013, Knights of Knowledge relocated once more to
the Enoch Davis Center.
Since then it has become
an institution at the center,
and Davis has become a
beloved figure, organizing
board games with the seniors
who frequent the center, as
well as arranging chess festivals at the James Weldon
Johnson Library.
Knights of Knowledge
relationship with the MLK
Day of Service began last
year when the club showed
the film “Queen of Katwe”
about a young girl in Uganda
who learns to play chess, and
also offered chess lessons,
games and dinner.
This year, the organization chose to broaden their

selection of competitive opportunities by offering the
games that were held dear to
families before the advent of
cell phones and social media.
“I brought all the board
games that we grew up on.
The children today don’t
know about them; they play
on their phones.”
When Davis was a child,
he played board games with
family and friends such as
Monopoly, which teaches
children how to handle
money, and The Game of Life
that teaches about getting a
job, paying bills, traveling and
taking care or their families.
Not to mention Scrabble,
which helps children learn
how to spell and recognize
words, and chess helps develop the mind, creative
thinking and goal setting.
Erica Hardison has been
involved with the chess club
for nearly four years, and now
helps with administrative duties. She joined the club because she has a son who’s an
avid chess player and she felt
it was a great way for him to
improve his chess skills and
have a good time.
She said she feels it’s important for young people to
know that games such as
chess and other board games
are also played by people
with black and brown skin,
which is often not the impression we may see in the media.
Acknowledging that playing games via technology can
be fun, she noted that it

shouldn’t be a replacement
for playing games face to face
with other people.
“People are so tied to
technology now,” she observed. “There’s a certain
amount of endurance that it
takes to sit with a person and
play a game and strategize.
There are certain kinds of
personal skills that you build
that you can’t build with a
computer.”
Davis has watched the
chess group grow and understands the game builds community. Some of the
members in the club today
are original members from
2011.
“When I started, I knew
none of them,” he asserted.
“As the club grew, I bought
more tables. We used to play
outside till 10 at night. My
wife would get mad at me,”
he laughed.
The Knights of Knowledge partnered with Sunshine Chess Club, St.
Petersburg Parks & Recreation, Men of Yesterday,
Today and the Future and
PAL of Jordan Park to make
their MLK Day of Service
project a success.
If you’re interested in
playing chess, the Knights of
Knowledge Chess Club of St.
Pete currently meets every
Tuesday and Friday from
4:30- 8 p.m. Beginners are
welcomed.
To learn more, call Davis
at 727-480-8900 or James Randolph at 727-220-6421.

munity—particularly remembering our cultural
values and our spiritual
principles as—we restore the greatness of
our
African-American
community,” she elaborated.
Legacy-56, Inc. is a
501(c)3
started
by
friends who were all
born in 1956 and attended what was once
16th Street Junior High
School, now John Hopkins Middle School.
Once a school that
boasted a strong roster
of honors graduates and
overall excellence, John
Hopkins is now one of St.
Pete’s
struggling
schools.
Jenkins-Hall
said
many of those former
friends and classmates,
who graduated from
high school in 1974, went
on to become successful
educators, spiritual and
community leaders and
cultural figures. They
formed Legacy-56 to help
address some of the issues impacting St. Pete
today.
This year, Legacy-56
will take on the issue of
the
school-to-prison
pipeline, which the
American Civil Liberties
Union has recognized as
a significant issue in
black and brown communities. Recent statistics
show that “zero-tolerance” discipline has resulted in black children
receiving much higher
rates of suspensions and
arrests than white students.
Jenkins-Hall pointed
to the lack of educational
and cultural literacy
shared in schools and
communities today versus in the past as a problematic factor.
As well as receiving
foreign language classes,
dance, theater or some
form of cultural arts,
Jenkins-Hall recalled that
Legacy-56
members
“learned our own history
and had a sense by the
time we got out of high
school what it meant to
be an African American
in the society.”
Losing this kind of
cultural literacy has
harmed the sense of selfknowledge and self-esteem in today’s youth,
she reflected.

She also noted that as
busing and a changing
community led to close
relations living in different parts of town, familial
connections have been
impacted. Additionally,
Jenkins-Hall acknowledged that “some of us
have also lost the ability
to connect with that
which is greater than us,
which is spiritual connection.”
The licensed clinical
psychologist and pastor
shared, “When I talk to
young people, it’s apparent that they don’t know
anything greater than
the things that they’re involved with on a day-today [basis].” When
asking one teen what
they wanted to do in the
future, she said they responded, “I want to work
at the mall.”
“The dream can’t be
bigger than that unless
they’re
exposed
to
greater,” Jenkins-Hall
stated.
For this year’s MLK
Day of Service, Legacy56 is collaborating with
the American Stage Theater for a project called
“Dismantling the Schoolto-Prison
Pipeline
Through Cultural Literacy.”
“We know that the
school-to-prison pipeline
is real and that there are
systemic things that happened through policies,
discipline and racism
that seems to steer our
black and brown kids
from the school to the
prison,” Jenkins-Hall explained. “We also know
that the kids who are
good at reading and taking tests are less likely to
end up in prison.”
Legacy-56’s
MLK
Day of Service project
will bring parents and
students together to participate in a workshop exploring
ways
to
dismantle the pipeline
using reading and cultural literacy. The workshop will take aim at
three topics: literacy, advocacy and conflict resolution.
Parents who attend
the workshop will receive a free ticket to see
the award-winning playwright
Dominique
Morisseau’s
play
“PIPELINE,” which is

Photo courtesy of
Joey Clay
Photography
playing at American
Stage Theater from Jan.
25 through Feb. 24.
The play confronts
education, race and class
and a mother’s fight for
her son’s future. Students under the age of 20
are automatically free
with American Stage’s
Under 20 Passport program.
Legacy-56 will work
with community partners
AMIkids, the Men of Yesterday, Today and the Future and Mt. Moriah
Christian Fundamental
Academy to bring the
parents and children to
the Jan. 19 workshops.
The play’s actors will also
be there talk to parents
and students.
There will be two sessions offered concurrently — one for parents
and elementary school
students, and one for parents and middle and high
school students.
The
educational
workshops will be held
Saturday, Jan. 19, from 91 p.m. at the American
Stage Theater, 163 3rd
St. N. Complimentary
lunch is included along
with a free ticket to the
drama “PIPELINE,” directed by award-winning
director L. Peter Callender.
For more information
on the event, contact
Sara Ward at 727-3311915. To learn more
about Legacy-56, visit
www.legacy56.org.
“PIPELINE”
runs
from Jan. 25 through
Feb. 24. For more information or to purchase
tickets, visit www.americanstage.org or call 727823-PLAY (7529).
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
Community garden gets a facelift
GARDEN, from front page

painting and repairing
chicken sheds.
DeVaux was raised
on a farm in Georgia
where her grandparents
were
sharecroppers.
Growing up on a farm,
she said, “was a thing to
work.” She and her siblings had their own individual gardens, and she
enjoyed planting and harvesting her crops.
“I always loved planting,” she said, noting that
her inspiration came
from her mother’s green
thumb.
When DeVaux drove
by the garden one day, a
wave of nostalgia rushed
over her, and she knew
what she had to do. She
started out as a volunteer
then become the manager of the 10,000 square
foot area.
The garden was
founded in 2008 by
Green Florida, a nonprofit organization that
provides network services for community gardens. DeVaux is now in
the process of starting a
new 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization for the garden.
Every
Saturday
morning, DeVaux along
with volunteers such as
neighbors and children’s groups come help
tend the wide variety of
vegetables. They harvest vegetables such as
broccoli, carrots, collard

C ONNECT W ITH U S !

and mustard greens,
spinach,
brussels
sprouts, cabbages and
tomatoes. The garden
also includes a chicken
farm where they hand
out eggs.
Community groups
such as The Gathering of
Women, Inc. and children from the neighborhood have their own
raised beds, growing
broccoli and carrots.
“They love being out
here,” DeVaux said.
“They love pulling out
those carrots.”
Other
volunteer
groups include the Sustainable Urban Agriculture
Coalition,
the
Garden Club of St. Pete
and local churches often
help tend the garden.
Volunteers from the University of South Florida,
St. Petersburg College
and Eckerd College also
join in on the fun.
After harvesting, the
ripe vegetables are given

to church food pantries
and civic centers such as
the Enoch Davis Center.
Outside of painting
and repairing chicken
sheds, other activities
will include crafts and
lectures about recycling
and reusing garden materials. Some examples
include turning a shopping cart into a flower
bed or a plastic jug into a
bird feeder. DeVaux estimated about 25 volunteers or more would help
out.
In the future, DeVaux
hopes to fix the greenhouse so that people can
pick up a plant or two,
and she also envisions
the garden as a social
gathering spot for the
Midtown community.
The service event is
from 10-1:30 p.m. For
more information, call 727-612-8640.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Her display unifies
Division means the
action or process of separating something. Many
believe that it is a tactic
used to keep the rich,
rich and the poor, poor.
In a competitive world,
people have become accustomed to being divided. For example, in
sporting environments, it
is customary to cheer
against opposing teams
and players. What happens, however, when
emotions run high, and
violence occurs because
people see a foe instead
of a friend?
Meet Viola Alexander
Lyles, the mayor of Charlotte, N.C. Prior to becoming mayor in 2017,
she was elected to the

Charlotte City Council in
2013. In 2015, she served
as mayor pro-tem.
Upon becoming the
mayor of Charlotte, N.C.,
Lyles made history as
the first African-American female mayor of the
city. In addition, she is
the city of Charlotte’s
first former city administrator to serve as mayor.
Lyles graduated from
Queens University of
Charlotte and the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and a Master’s in
Public Administration respectfully. She was born
Sept. 28, 1952.
On Sept. 20, 2016, an
African-American man

named Keith Lamont
Scott was fatally shot by
Brentley Vinson, an
African-American city police officer in Charlotte,
N.C. Both peaceful
protests and violent riots
followed. One person
was killed and many others were injured in the
unrest. That Nov., county
prosecutors decided not
to charge Vinson with a
crime, concluding that
the shooting was justified.
Jennifer Roberts, a
Democrat,
was
the
mayor of Charlotte, N.C.
at that time. Many were
disappointed in her leadership surrounding this
major city event. They
wanted to see an immediate response with the

same strong guidance
Roberts displayed for the
non-discrimination ordinance and support of
LGBTQ
Charlotteans
earlier that year.
Instead,
residents
found itself with its top
city leader appearing
confused, indecisive and
using weak official-talking points. Not happy,
voters let her know it at
the ballot box when they
chose Lyles to take on
the Republican challenger in the general
election.
Lyles
presented
Charlotteans with a
seven-point plan to reduce racial and class divisions in the city, parts of
which were approved by
the council. Acknowledg-

ing and addressing the
city’s racial and economic divisions connected Lyles to the
voters.
Lyles’ vision of inclusion in Charlotte, N.C.
means finding common
ground while respecting
differing views. Just
think. Lyles was the community outreach director
for the 2012 Democratic
National Convention in
Charlotte, N.C. Six years
later, she’s now a Democratic mayor, pitched and
celebrated her city being
selected as the site for
the Republican National
Convention (RNC).
Lyles, who campaigned to serve as
mayor on values of community building, equity

and job growth, said the
economic impact from
the RNC is supportive of
those values.
She sees reaching
across the aisle to inspire
inclusion and support
democracy regardless of
background or political
affiliation as aligned with
her emphasis on the importance of integrity, collaboration,
inclusivity
and communication in
bringing people together
for the greater good.
Lyles’ display of these
characteristics may make
her the unifier Charlotteans want and need.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public
servant.
www.emergingfree.com

CONNECT WITH US!
HEALTHY LIVING
NATURALLY
By Dr. Ramona Valentine

Easy at-home test for evaluating thyroid function
Hypothyroidism is a
condition in which your
thyroid gland does not
produce certain hormones. A number of
health issues can be
caused by untreated hypothyroidism such as obesity, joint pain, heart
disease and infertility.
Signs and symptoms
may include fatigue, increased sensitivity to cold,
constipation, dry skin,
weight gain, puffy face,
hoarseness, muscle weakness, elevated blood cholesterol, muscle aches,
tenderness and stiffness,
joint swelling, heavier than
normal or irregular menstrual cycle, thinning hair,
slowed heart rate, depression, impaired memory,
enlarged thyroid gland or
goiter.
If you are experiencing

these symptoms, you can
use the following diagnostic tool. This at-home test
is something you can do to
identify a possible problem to discuss with your
trusted
health
care
provider who will then
order thyroid blood tests
to confirm or rule out.
What you’ll need to
check your thyroid at
home
You’ll need a good
basal body thermometer
(not a digital one) or an
old-fashioned glass thermometer with mercury.
These two types of thermometers are calibrated
differently and can report
slightly different temperatures. The test was developed with a glass
thermometer and is,
therefore, the preferred
tool for accuracy.

1. Place thermometer
by your bed before you go
to sleep. You’ll need to be
able to reach it without
getting out of bed or exerting much energy. If you’re
using a glass thermometer, shake it thoroughly to
reset it. The mercury will
need to fall beneath 95F.
2. Over a period of
three days, take your temperature immediately after
waking up. It should be
done around the same
time each day before getting out of bed. To do this,
place your thermometer
under your armpit for 10
minutes while you lie
down and rest your eyes
without moving around a
lot. If you’re using a digital
thermometer, press the
button at the end of 10
minutes to check your
temperature.

3. Write down your
temperature, the time and
date on a piece of paper.
4. Repeat this process
for three consecutive
days.
Special note: For
menstruating
women,
your temperature naturally fluctuates throughout
your cycle. In order to get
accurate readings for this
assessment, start taking
your temperature the day
after you start your menstrual cycle.
What should you be
looking for?
According to many experts, a healthy resting
temperature ranges between 97.8 to 98.2 degrees
Fahrenheit or 36.6 to 36.8
degrees Celsius. So if your
temperature is consistently lower than the
healthy resting range for

at least three days, this
may be an indication of hypothyroidism.
On the other hand,
temperatures consistently
higher than the healthy
resting range may indicate
hyperthyroidism or the
possibility of an infection.
And some doctors consider any temperature
below 98 degrees to be
suggestive of possible hypothyroidism.
Certain conditions unrelated to thyroid function
can cause you to have an
elevated waking temperature such as drinking alcohol the night before,
extreme stress and hormonal birth control can all
cause elevated temperatures. Also, recently discontinuing birth control
could cause lower temperatures.

Remember, this test is
considered to be helpful in
identifying possible thyroid dysfunction, but it
should not be used as a
sole piece of diagnostic
criteria.
Make sure you see a
physician if you suspect you
have hypothyroidism. If you
have any questions or would
like to schedule an appointment, please contact me at
(855) 771-7546 (SLIM) or
email me at aslimmeryoupa@gmail.com.
Dr. Valentine is a
weight loss consultant, a
health consultant and a
chiropractor. You can
reach her at 855-771SLIM (7546) or stop by A
Slimmer You at 10300
49th St. N, Suite 211. Log
on to www.aslimmeryou.us
for more information.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784
Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Thursday Night Prayer and
Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Order
“Each of us must ask the LORD to
guide us in HIS way;
JESUS spoke to my heart and reminded me that HE will order our
steps when we pray.

day: Send Your anointing, Father I
pray, Order my steps in Your Word.’

Trusting in GOD’s omnipotence
and the truth of HIS Holy Word;
Allows us to experience GOD’s love
and grace that can never be disturbed.

As we ask the LORD for HIS Will
do be done in our lives in this New
Year; we will pray for the ORDER of
GOD in JESUS CHRIST, by the power
of the Holy Spirit, to direct and guide
our path.

Every New Year GOD inspires me
to keep my mind stayed only on HIM;
His omnipresence assures my heart
that HIS love always resides within.
“Order My Steps”, written by
Glenn Edward Burleigh”, is a powerful
theme song for the New Year;
These amazing lyrics are a wonderful
blessing for every ear to hear.
‘Order my steps in Your Word Dear
LORD; lead me and guide me every-

My 2019 New Year’s
“GOD-Word” will be ‘ORDER’.

As GOD orders our steps in HIS
Word, let us give thanks with forgiveness in our hearts, with unconditional
love; and rejoice in the blessing and
righteousness of GOD’s Word in
JESUS CHRIST in this and every New
Year.
“Order my steps in thy word: and
let not any iniquity have dominion over
me.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

God’s Evaluation
“Well done, good and
faithful servant; you have
been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler
over many things: enter thou
into the joy of the Lord.”
Matthew 25:23
Yes, self-evaluation is
good and constructive criticism is beneficial. However,
the evaluation that has the
most impact is God’s evaluation. God’s evaluation of
who we are and what we do
will ultimately determine
our true success or failure.
Sometimes we can be

too hard on ourselves and
we are our own worst critics.
At times we can be too lenient on ourselves and give
too many excuses for our
lack of performance. Often,
people are too judgmental of
us or their judgment is
skewed because of their
own issues (Romans 14:117). Nevertheless, we can always be assured that God
will judge us justly.
God sees us accurately.
He has no bias. She is no respecter of persons (Romans
10:34). God’s evaluation is

the final evaluation. There is
no one that we can go to
with an appeal of God’s evaluation (Isaiah 40:28-31).
God has the final say; therefore, our ultimate goal is to
please our Creator. We live
to hear God say, “Well
done!”
Imagine God giving you
a current evaluation of your
life overall: health, prosperity, career, ministry, family,
friendships, marriage, community service. What does it
say?

St. Mark MBC
And Moses said unto the
people, Fear ye not, stand
still, and see the salvation of
the LORD, which He will
shew to you to day: for the
Egyptians whom ye have
seen to day, ye shall see
them again no more for ever.
The Lord shall fight for you,
and ye shall hold your peace.
Exodus 14:13, 14
Pastor Brown continue
with the series of sermons
that began with the first Sunday early morning service
and continued with the 10:45
a.m. service. The title of the
series is ‘Going After It’.
God has purpose, promise
and plans for us that we have
to go after. We need to go
after God’s presence, His
peace, and His prizes and
ask ourselves if we’re listening to the criticism of other,
and allowing others to tell
what to do rather than listening to God? In going after it,
we must turn a deaf ear to
some things. At the early
morning service, the question posed was ‘What Can
Keep Us from Getting
There?’ Pastor Brown answered this question with
three points: First, ‘We Must
Get Over Our Foes’.
Pharaoh was Israel’s foe.
For us, we may be our own
foe. Until we deal with our
foe we won’t succeed, Foes
bind us to our past. We may
have to let some people go
and not listen to others to
see what God has in store for
us. Secondly, ‘We Must Get
Over Our Fears. In leaving
Egypt the Israelites were
fine as long as they couldn’t
see the opposition (pharaoh
and his army) and kept their
focus on the right thing.
Moses told the Israelites, as

he also speaks to us today in
Exodus 14:13, not to fear,
stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. Lastly, ‘We
Must Get Over Familiarities’.
Familiarities can be a hinderance. We don’t think God
can do anything new when
we continue in familiarities.
If we want more, we must be
willing to step out by faith to
lay claim to what God has for
us. Familiarity can blind us
to possibilities.
Pastor
Brown’s third sermon in the
series, ‘Going After It’ with
the question, What’s Needed
to go after God’s purpose,
promise, plans, presence,
peace, power and the Prize?
The three responses to
question were: (1) ‘We must
watch for vision; During Israel’s complaining, Moses
tells them to fear not and see
the salvation of the Lord. We
have to learn to watch for vision (a picture of what God
wants to do in your life and
something God can do for
your life). The people perish
because we lack vision, we
lack the ability to see how
God is wanting to do something in our lives and God
can do something in spite of
the lives we live; (2) We must
walk with Valor (walk with
courage); God told the people to go forward despite
what looks like an obstacle
and (We must walk forward
even though we don’t know
where we’re going but we
know whose got our hand:
‘What’s Needed to Help Us
get After It?’ We need to
make necessary changes as
we go after God’s Promise,
Purpose, Plans, Presence,
God’s Peace. Power and Go’s
Prize. God asked Israel to

take a journey to become eagles as they soar above the
crowd. The choice is the
same for the Israelites and
for us, we can continue to do
business as usual or go after
all the wonderful things that
lie ahead. Because we are
willing to put aside our complaining and to accept the
fact that God has given us
wings like an eagle and expects us to soar above our
problems and go after all the
wonderful things. God is not
asking us to go back to what
we know but trust him in
what we don’t know so he
can show us he can do more
in what we don’t know. 3)
We Must Wait on Validation
(they needed God to say he
was with them) God told
them to go forward. Some of
us can never go forward because we’re looking behind.
God put a hedge between
the Egyptians and the Israelites. God will validate
where he wants us to go because he will move things
out of our way and keep the
opposition from getting their
hands on us. All we have to
is ‘stand still’. If we wait on
God, he’ll make a way out of
no way. The doors are open
to you each Sunday morning.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Welcome, it is always our
pleasure to open our doors to
those having a desire to worship with us and it is our hope
that you will continue to do so
– as a member or a friend of
the Ship. Where, with open
hearts and arms, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor/Moderator,
First Lady Teresa L. Evans,
the Official Family and Members stand ready to make you
most welcomed. Trusting that
your time spent with us will be
a life changing experience,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and should the
Lord lay it upon your heart to
become a part of our Church
Family as we are a body of believers. Wednesday starts
with our Bread of Life Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by
“Wednesday in the Word” (the
Learning Arm of our church)
at 12:00 noon and again at 7:00
pm. Sundays, Early Morning
Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith) begins at 9:30 am and finally our
Mid-Morning Worship Service at 10:45 am. All will have
the opportunity to experience
the “It’s just nice to be nice”
church. Don’t sit out church,
God has Blessed us tremendously, we owe Him at least a

Thank You.
For additional information
on any of the announcements,
please contact us by the following methods: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website:
www.expericencethecoast.co
m Transportation is available Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
“A NEW YEAR-A NEW
BEGINNING-A NEW ATTITUDE AND A NEW ALTITUDE”
Wednesday, January 13,
2019 at 7:00 pm, Wednesday in
the Word, Pastor Evans will be
starting in “The Psalms” beginning with Chapter 1. You
don’t want to miss this fresh
look into the Book of Psalms.
Sunday, January 20, 2019
immediately following the
10:45 am Service. Annual
Church Post-Conference, all
members are asked to be
present at this Post Confer-

ence.
Monday, January 21, 2019
– MLK Annual Parade.
Saturday, January 26, 2019
at 10:00 am – 1st Quarter Singles Ministry Fellowship.
FEBRUARY 2019 MARK
YOUR CALENDAR
Saturday, February 2,
2019 at 10:00 am – 1st Quarter
Leadership and Vision Casting
Conference.
Wednesday, February 6,
2019 at 7:00 pm during the
Wednesday Night Live (Ash
Wednesday) Worship experience, Installation of all Officers
and Department Leaders. All
members who hold a position
are asked to be present for this
Installation Service.
Saturday, February 9,
2019 from 9:00 am until 11:00
am, Women’s Ministry Prayer
Breakfast, be sure to obtain
your Ticket from any Ministry
Member, donation $15.00 per
person, African Attire to celebrate Black History Month.
WEST COAST BAPTIST
DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
NEWS:
Saturday, February 16,
2019 at 10:00 am, Mid-Winter
Board Meeting to be held at
Fred’s Kitchen, 2120 Harden
Boulevard, Lakeland, Florida
33803.
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